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August 23, 2026
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Divine Service
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Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Opening Hymn

Welcome

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less

OPEN - 909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
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SERMON - 575 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
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Kyrie

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Songs of Praise
Rock of My Salvation
You are the Rock of my salvation 
You are the strength of my life 
You are my hope and my inspiration 
Lord unto You will I cry

I believe in You believe in You 
For Your faithful love to me 
You have been my help in time of need 
Lord unto You will I cleave

You are the Rock of my salvation 
You are the strength of my life 
You are my hope and my inspiration 
Lord unto You will I cry

I believe in You believe in You 
For Your faithful love to me 
You have been my help in time of need 
Lord unto You will I cleave

You are the Rock of my salvation 
You are the strength of my life 
You are my hope and my inspiration 
Lord unto You will I cry

I will call upon the Lord 
Who is worthy to be praised 
So shall I be saved from my enemies 
I will call upon the Lord

The Lord liveth
And blessed be my Rock
Let the God of my salvation be exalted
(REPEAT)

I will call upon the Lord 
Who is worthy to be praised 
So shall I be saved from my enemies 
I will call upon the Lord

I Will Call Upon the Lord



Isaiah 51
First Reading

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise 
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us 
into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
      you who seek the LORD: 
                  look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
      and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
            2       Look to Abraham your father 
      and to Sarah who bore you; 
                  for he was but one when I called him, 
      that I might bless him and multiply him. 
            3       For the LORD comforts Zion; 
      he comforts all her waste places 
                  and makes her wilderness like Eden, 
      her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
                  joy and gladness will be found in her, 
      thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

            4       “Give attention to me, my people, 
      and give ear to me, my nation; 
                  for a law will go out from me, 
      and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
            5       My righteousness draws near, 
      my salvation has gone out, 
      and my arms will judge the peoples; 
                  the coastlands hope for me, 
      and for my arm they wait. 
            6       Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
      and look at the earth beneath; 
                  for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
      the earth will wear out like a garment, 

The Lord liveth
And blessed be my Rock
Let the God of my salvation be exalted
(REPEAT)
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Psalm
Psalm 138

   
For

  
ev er and

  
ev er, O

 
Lord, your- - -

 4    
love en dures for

 
ev er.


- - -

Psalm 138 Refrain

©

Refrain

         
Psalm 138 Tone

©

Tone

Refrain: Forever and ever, O Lord, your love endures forever.

  1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with • my whole heart;
    before the gods I will • sing your praise.
  2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 
steadfast • love and faithfulness;
    for you have glorified your name and your word a- • bove all things.
  3 When I called, you • answered me;
    you increased my • strength within me.
  4 All the rulers of the earth will praise • you, O Lord,
    when they have heard the words • of your mouth.

Refrain: Forever and ever, O Lord, your love endures forever.

5 They will sing of the ways • of the Lord,
    that great is the glory • of the Lord.
  6 The Lord is high, yet cares • for the lowly,
    perceiving the haughty • from afar.
  7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you • keep me safe;
    you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right • hand shall 
save me.

      and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 
                  but my salvation will be forever, 
      and my righteousness will never be dismayed. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading
Romans 11
33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
	 34 	 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
or who has been his counselor?” 
	 35 	 “Or who has given a gift to him 
that he might be repaid?” 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
12 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, 
and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in 
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does 
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others 
say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 

Gospel Acclamation
Forever and ever, O Lord, your love endures forever.

  8 You will make good your pur- • pose for me;
    O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works • of your 
hands.

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: Forever and ever, O Lord, your love endures forever.



9

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly 
charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Lew Upchurch

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Offering
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Sanctus
It is indeed our duty and our joy…. evermore praising You and saying:

The Sacrament of the Altar
Preface
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Agnus Dei

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.
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Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant dips bread 
in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink are avail-
able (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms 
crossing your chest.

Communion Song
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I’m found 
Was blind but now I see

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed

My chains are gone I’ve been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures

My chains are gone I’ve been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace
(Repeat)

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine

12
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The Church’s One Foundation
Closing Hymn

Blessing

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary

Announcements
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Firm Foundation
Postlude

Jesus You’re my firm foundation
I know I can stand secure
Jesus You’re my firm foundation
I put my hope in Your holy Word
I put my hope in Your holy Word

I have a living hope 
I have a future 
God has a plan for me 
Of this I’m sure of this I’m sure

Jesus You’re my firm foundation
I know I can stand secure
Jesus You’re my firm foundation
I put my hope in Your holy Word
I put my hope in Your holy Word

Your Word is faithful 
Mighty in power 
God will deliver me 
Of this I’m sure of this I’m sure

Jesus You’re my firm foundation
I know I can stand secure
Jesus You’re my firm foundation
I put my hope in Your holy Word
I put my hope in Your holy Word
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Pastor Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB178121

"Paws and Pray" (This Saturday, 10am-1pm)
This is our annual pet blessing that will take place on the Knight Quad

Sunday Morning Bible Studies (9-9:45am)
Wednesday Evening Bible Studies (6-7pm)

New Pilgrim App Coming Soon

Pilgrim is moving away from Servant Keeper as their church management software 
and using Chmeetings. We are still working out the details, but keep an eye out for 
future communications.

Pilgrim Giving

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.
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