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August 9, 2026
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

Divine Service
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Opening Hymn

Welcome

Eternal Father Strong to Save
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Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Hymn of the Day
Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Hymn Sing ~ April 25, 2020 ~ 6:30 p.m.

Hymn: LSB #739 Precious Lord, Take My Hand

© 1938 Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.; admin. Alfred Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, 
no. 100011898. 

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue 
your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in 
the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Job 38
First Reading

      4       “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
      Tell me, if you have understanding. 
            5       Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
      Or who stretched the line upon it? 
            6       On what were its bases sunk, 
      or who laid its cornerstone, 
            7       when the morning stars sang together 
      and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

            8       “Or who shut in the sea with doors 
      when it burst out from the womb, 
            9       when I made clouds its garment 
      and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
            10       and prescribed limits for it 
      and set bars and doors, 
            11       and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
      and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 

            12       “Have you commanded the morning since your days 
began, 
      and caused the dawn to know its place, 
            13       that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 
      and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
            14       It is changed like clay under the seal, 
      and its features stand out like a garment. 
            15       From the wicked their light is withheld, 
      and their uplifted arm is broken. 

            16       “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 
      or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
            17       Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 
      or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
            18       Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.

9 Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
    that your glory may dwell in our land.  
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;

   righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
   and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
   and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord

and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Psalm
Psalm 85 Read Responsively 

Second Reading
Romans 10
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who 
does the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, 
“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 
what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word 
of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the 
heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For 
the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches 
on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all 
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 
17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went 
up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but 
the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was 
against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 
26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a 
ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take 
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to 
Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, 
“Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to 
him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. 33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Lew Upchurch

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified  died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, +
and the life everlasting. Amen
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The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and 
saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and 
earth are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
+ is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the
highest.

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution 

Prayers of the Church
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Offering



Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant dips bread 
in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink are 
available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms 
crossing your chest.
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O Lamb of God...

Communion Song
You are My Hiding Place
You are my hiding place 
You always fill my heart 
With songs of deliverance 
Whenever I am afraid 
I will trust in You

I will trust in You 
Let the weak say I am strong 
In the strength of the Lord

You are my hiding place 
You always fill my heart 
With songs of deliverance 
Whenever I am afraid 
I will trust in You

I will trust in You 
Let the weak say I am strong 
In the strength of the Lord

You are my hiding place 
You always fill my heart 
With songs of deliverance 
Whenever I am afraid 
I will trust in You
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Tune and text: Public domain 

Blessing

Closing Hymn
Jesus Savior Pilot Me

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary

Announcements
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Pastor Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB178121

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar

"Paws and Pray" (August 29th, 10am-1pm)
This is our annual pet blessing that will take place on the Knight Quad

Sunday Morning Bible Studies (9-9:45am)
Wednesday Evening Bible Studies (6-7pm)

Other Announcements:
- Church Council Chair position opening for church members: Outreach Ministry
-  If you are interested in outreach, there are ideas about starting something at 
3rd street promenade and local abortion-supporting clinics such as Planned 
Parenthood; if you have a desire, let me know.
-  Look for more Gospel tracts in the back to handout to anyone and everyone

New Pilgrim App Coming Soon

Pilgrim is moving away from Servant Keeper as their church management software 
and using Chmeetings. We are still working out the details, but keep an eye out for 
future communications.

Pilgrim Giving

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.
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