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Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

Divine Service
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Confession and Forgiveness
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Opening Hymn

Welcome

Open Now Thy gates of Beauty
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Kyrie

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Songs of Praise
More Precious than Silver
Lord You are
More precious than silver
Lord You are
More costly than gold
Lord You are
More beautiful than diamonds
And nothing I desire
Compares with You
(Repeat)

And who can weigh the value
Of knowing You
Oh who can judge the worth
Of Who You are
Lord who can count the blessing
Of loving You
Who can say just how great You are

Lord You are
More precious than silver
Lord You are
More costly than gold
Lord You are
More beautiful than diamonds
And nothing I desire
Compares with You

You are my strength 
When I am weak 
You are the treasure 
That I seek 
You are my all in all 
Seeking You as a precious jew’l 
Lord to give up I’d be a fool 
You are my all in all

You are My All in All



Deuteronomy 7
First Reading

6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD 
your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than 
any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose 
you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because 
the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to 
your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from 
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the 
LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, to a thousand generations.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and 
resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 
justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 
may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
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Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is Your name 
Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is Your name

Taking my sin 
My cross my shame 
Rising again I bless Your name 
You are my all in all 
When I fall down You pick me up 
When I am dry You fill my cup 
You are my all in all

Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is Your name 
Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is Your name
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Refrain: Order my steps in your word. Please, order my steps in your word.
 
  129 Your de- • crees are wonderful;
    therefore I obey them with • all my heart.
  130 When your word is opened • it gives light;
    it gives understanding • to the simple.
  131 I open my • mouth and pant
    because I long for • your commandments.
  132 Turn to me and be gra- • cious to me,
    as you always do to those who • love your name.

Refrain: Order my steps in your word. Please, order my steps in your word.

  133 Order my footsteps • in your word;
    let no iniquity have dominion • over me.
  134 Rescue me from those • who oppress me,
    and I will keep • your commandments.
  135 Let your face shine up- • on your servant
    and teach • me your statutes.
  136 My eyes shed • streams of tears,
    because people do not • keep your teaching.  

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: Order my steps in your word. Please, order my steps in your word.

Psalm
Psalm 119

        
Or der my steps in your

  
word. Please,

     
or der my steps in your


word.- -

Psalm 119 Refrain

©

Refrain

         
Psalm 119 Tone

©

Tone
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Second Reading
Romans 8
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and 
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

                  “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
      we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on 
finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered 
fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the 
good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Gospel Acclamation
Order my steps in your word. Please, order my steps in your word. 
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51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of 
a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Lew Upchurch

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Church
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
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Sanctus
It is indeed our duty and our joy…. evermore praising You and saying:

Offering

The Sacrament of the Altar
Preface
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Agnus Dei

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.
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Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant dips bread 
in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink are avail-
able (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms 
crossing your chest.

Communion Song
Heart of Worship
When the music fades all is stripped away
And I simply come
Longing just to bring something that’s of worth
That will bless Your heart

I’ll bring You more than a song
For a song in itself is not what You have required
You search much deeper within
Through the way things appear
You’re looking into my heart

I’m coming back to the heart of worship
And it’s all about You all about You Jesus
I’m sorry Lord for the thing I’ve made it
When it’s all about You all about You Jesus

King of endless worth no one could express
How much You deserve
Though I’m weak and poor all I have is Yours
Ev’ry single breath

I’ll bring You more than a song
For a song in itself is not what You have required
You search much deeper within
Through the way things appear
You’re looking into my heart

I’m coming back to the heart of worship
And it’s all about You all about You Jesus
I’m sorry Lord for the thing I’ve made it
When it’s all about You all about You Jesus

12
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O God, My Faithful God
696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

 
6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

Tune and text: Public domain 

Closing Hymn

Blessing

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary

Announcements
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Step By Step
Postlude

O God You are my God 
And I will ever praise You 
O God You are my God 
And I will ever praise You 
I will seek You in the morning 
And I will learn to walk in Your ways 
And step by step You’ll lead me 
And I will follow You all of my days
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Pastor Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB178121

"Paws and Pray" (August 29th, 10am-1pm)
This is our annual pet blessing that will take place on the Knight Quad

Sunday Morning Bible Studies (9-9:45am)
Wednesday Evening Bible Studies (6-7pm)

Other Announcements:
- Gigi has offered to help on the soundboard when needed. Please give him a big 
thanks when you see him.
- Church Council Chair position opening for church members: Outreach Ministry
- If you are interested in outreach, there are ideas about starting something up at 
3rd street promenade and local abortion-supporting clinics such as Planned 
Parenthood; if you have a desire, let me know.
- Look for more Gospel tracts in the back to handout to anyone and everyone.

New Pilgrim App Coming Soon

Pilgrim is moving away from Servant Keeper as their church management software 
and using Chmeetings. We are still working out the details, but keep an eye out for 
future communications.

Pilgrim Giving

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.



Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Office Manager
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Lew Upchurch
Pastor
pastor@pilgrimsm.org
(949) 933-3595

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org




