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March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
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Confession and Forgiveness
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

You give life You are love
You bring light to the darkness
You give hope You restore ev’ry heart that is broken
And great are You Lord

It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise

Great are You Lord
Songs of Praise

The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Come Alive (Dry Bones)

We pour out our praise
It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only

You give life You are love
You bring light to the darkness
You give hope You restore ev’ry heart that is broken
And great are You Lord

It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only

And all the earth will shout Your praise
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing
Great are You Lord 
(Repeat)

It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise
We pour out our praise
It’s Your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to You only
Great are You Lord

Through the eyes of man it seems
There’s so much we have lost
As we look down the road
Where all the prodigals have walked
And one by one the enemy
Has whispered lies and led them off as slaves

But we know that You are God
Yours is the victory
We know there is more to come
That we may not yet see
So with the faith You’ve given us
We step into the valley unafraid

We call out to dry bones come alive come alive
We call out to dead hearts come alive come alive
Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise
We call out to dry bones come alive
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Ezekiel 37
First Reading

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and 
set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2 And he led me around 
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, 
they were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and 
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these 
bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews 
upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 And I looked, and 
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them. But there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 
prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, 
an exceedingly great army. 
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and 
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And 

God of endless mercy God of unrelenting love
Rescue ev’ry daughter
Bring us back the wayward sons
And by Your spirit breathe upon them
Show the world that You alone can save
You alone can save

We call out to dry bones come alive come alive
We call out to dead hearts come alive come alive
Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise
We call out to dry bones come alive

(So) breathe oh breath of God
Now breathe oh breath of God
Breathe oh breath of God now breathe 
(REPEAT)

We call out to dry bones come alive come alive
We call out to dead hearts come alive come alive
Up out of the ashes let us see an army rise
We call out to dry bones come alive
We call out to dry bones come alive
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Refrain: Remember your mercy, O Lord; remember your mercy and love. 

  1 Out • of the depths
    I cry to • you, O Lord;
  2 O Lord, • hear my voice!
    Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my • supplication.
  3 If you were to keep watch • over sins,
    O Lord, • who could stand?
  4 Yet with you • is forgiveness,
    in order that you • may be feared.
 
Refrain: Remember your mercy, O Lord; remember your mercy and love. 

  5 I wait for you, O Lord; • my soul waits;
    in your word • is my hope.
  6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch • for the morning,
    more than those who keep watch | for the morning.
  7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is • steadfast love;
    with the Lord there is plen- • teous redemption.
  8 For the Lord shall • redeem Israel
    from • all their sins. 

Psalm
Psalm 30
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Psalm 130 Refrain

©

Refrain
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Psalm 130 Tone

©

Tone

you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, 
declares the LORD.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading
Romans 8
6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 
indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in 
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in 
you. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: Remember your mercy, O Lord; remember your mercy and love. 

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez

Gospel Acclamation
Remember your mercy, O Lord; remember your mercy and love. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of 
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus 
was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said 
to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews 
were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, 
“Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 
that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and 
for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
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Sermon Pastor Lew Upchurch

16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.” 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and 
believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe 
that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went 
to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply 
moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also 
have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the 
people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.
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Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Offering
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The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and 
saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and 
earth are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
+ is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the 
highest.



Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.
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Communion Song
I Am the Bread of Life

I am the bread of life 
You who come to Me shall not hunger
And who believe in Me shall not thirst

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

O Lamb of God...

10
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No one can come to Me 
Unless the Father beckons

And I will raise you up 
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day

The bread that I will give
Is My flesh for the life of the world
And if you eat of this bread
You shall live forever
You shall live forever

And I will raise you up 
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day

Unless you eat
of the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink of his blood,
and drink of his blood,
you shall not have life within you.

And I will raise you up 
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day

I am the resurrection 
I am the life
If you believe in Me 
Even though you die
You shall live forever

And I will raise you up 
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day

Yes Lord I believe 
That You are the Christ
The Son of God 
Who has come
Into the world

And I will raise you up 
And I will raise you up
And I will raise you up on the last day
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Announcements

Closing Hymn
Oh God,  Who Gives Us Life

Blessing
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I Waited for the Lord on High

I waited for the Lord on high 
I waited and He heard my cry

He pulled me out of my despair 
And showed me where to walk 
From fear into security 
From quicksand to a rock

There’s a new song in my heart to sing 
A new song praises to the King

I’ll sing to let the people know 
That I have been restored 
And they will kneel and understand 
To return and trust in the Lord

I waited for the Lord on high 
I waited and He heard my cry

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary



Serving at Worship Today

Pastor
Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Upcoming Events
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Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar

Mid-Week Lenten Services
"I AM with You: Moving from Ashes to Resurrection"

Lent is not a season of self-fixing; it is a season of being met by Jesus. 
In each encounter, Jesus reveals who He is ("I Am…") and what that 
means for broken, thirsty, blind, and dying people. These stories lead us 
steadily toward the cross and empty tomb.

3/25    First Lutheran Venice - 7pm

Holy Week

3/29    Palm Sunday - 10am
4/2      Maundy Thursday - 7pm
4/3      Good Friday - 7pm
4/5      Easter Sunday - 10am

Other Dates

4/26    Pastor's Installation Sunday and BBQ - 10am



Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
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Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.
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