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May 3, 2026
The Fifth Sunday of Easter

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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Confession and Forgiveness
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The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Kyrie
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

I cry out
For Your hand of mercy to heal me
I am weak
I need Your love to free me
Oh Lord my rock
My strength in weakness
Come rescue me oh Lord

You are my hope
Your promise never fails me
And my desire
Is to follow You forever

For You are good for You are good
For You are good to me
For You are good for You are good
For You are good to me

I cry out
For Your hand of mercy to heal me
I am weak
I need Your love to free me

Good to Me
Songs of Praise
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Shout to the Lord
My Jesus, my Saviour 
Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort, my shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath all that I am 
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord 
All the earth let us sing 
Power and majesty 
Praise to the King 
Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name 
I sing for joy 
At the work of Your hands 
Forever I’ll love You 
Forever I’ll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise 
I have in You

(Repeat)

Oh Lord my rock
My strength in weakness
Come rescue me oh Lord

You are my hope
Your promise never fails me
And my desire
Is to follow You forever

For You are good for You are good
For You are good to me
For You are good for You are good
For You are good to me
(Repeat)

I cry out
For Your hand of mercy to heal me
Come rescue me oh Lord
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Prayer of the Day

Acts 7
First Reading

55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice 
and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the city 
and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm
Psalm 31

   
My

   
times are in your

 
hands. You

   
strength en me in

 
strife. My-

 5    
hope is in your

 
Word. Your

   
love pre serves my


life.

 
-

Psalm 31

©

Refrain

         

Psalm 31(C) Tone

©

Tone

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Second Reading
1 Peter 2
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it 
stands in Scripture: 

                  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
      a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
                  and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
                  “The stone that the builders rejected 
      has become the cornerstone,” 
8 and   “A stone of stumbling, 
      and a rock of offense.” 

Refrain: My times are in your hands. You strengthen me in strife. 
My hope is in your word. Your love preserves my life. 

  1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be • put to shame;
    deliver me • in your righteousness.
  2 Incline your • ear to me;
    make haste to de- • liver me.
  3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag • and my stronghold;
    for the sake of your name, lead • me and guide me.
  4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly • set for me,
    for you are my tow- • er of strength. 

Refrain:  My times are in your hands. You strengthen me in strife. 
My hope is in your word. Your love preserves my life.

  5 Into your hands I com- • mend my spirit,
    for you have redeemed me, O Lord, • God of truth.
  15 My times are • in your hand;
    rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who • persecute me.
  16 Let your face shine up- • on your servant;
    save me in your • steadfast love.” 

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: My times are in your hands. You strengthen me in strife. 
My hope is in your word. Your love preserves my life.
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Gospel Acclamation
My times are in your hands. You strengthen me in strife. 
My hope is in your word. Your love preserves my life.
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 
are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From 
now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you 
ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me 
anything in my name, I will do it. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez



10

Confession of Faith
Nicene’ Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Sermon Pastor Lew Upchurch
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Offering
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The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in 
the highest.

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

O Lamb of God...
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Communion Song
Deep Deep Love
Your deep deep love washes over me
Your deep deep love fills my ev’ry need
How I long to hear Your voice call out my name
It draws me to Your deep deep love

Your deep deep love cleanses all my sins
Your deep deep love brings a peace within
How I long to hear Your voice call out my name
It draws me to Your deep deep love

Lord my heart is filled with praises
For Your goodness makes me sing
Jesus I’m forever grateful
For Your love has done a work in me

Your deep deep love washes over me
Your deep deep love fills my ev’ry need
How I long to hear Your voice call out my name
It draws me to Your deep deep love

Lord my heart is filled with praises
For Your goodness makes me sing
Jesus I’m forever grateful
For Your love has done a work in me

Your deep deep love cleanses all my sins
Your deep deep love brings a peace within
How I long to hear Your voice call out my name
It draws me to Your deep deep love
It draws me to Your deep deep love

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.

Blessing
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Closing Hymn
Abide with Us, Our Savior

The Strong Name of Jesus

There is only one Lord that we cling to 
There is only one truth that we claim 
There is only one way that we walk in 
There is only power in one name

And in the strong name of Jesus 
By the blood of the Lamb 
We are able to triumph 
We are able to stand 
In the power of His Spirit 
By the strength of His hand 
In the strong name of Jesus 
By the precious blood of the Lamb

Though apart from Him we can do nothing 
By His Spirit we can do all things 
Covered by His blood we are made righteous 
Lifting up the name of Christ our King

Announcements

Postlude

And in the strong name of Jesus 
By the blood of the Lamb 
We are able to triumph 
We are able to stand 
In the power of His Spirit 
By the strength of His hand 
In the strong name of Jesus 
By the precious blood of the Lamb

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary
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Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Pastor Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
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Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Office Manager
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Lew Upchurch
Pastor
pastor@pilgrimsm.org
(949) 933-3595

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org


