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February 18, 2026
Ash Wednesday

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Imposition of Ashes

Confession and Absolution

Out of the Depths I Cry to You
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The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s 
abiding love.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Have mercy on me, O God, 
      according to your steadfast love; 
                  according to your abundant mercy 
      blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
      and cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, 
      and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you only, have I sinned 
      and done what is evil in your sight, 
                  so that you may be justified in your words 
      and blameless in your judgment. 
Hide your face from my sins, 
      and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
      and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
      and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
   Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
      and uphold me with a willing spirit.

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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      12       “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 
      “return to me with all your heart, 
                  with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
            13       and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 
                  Return to the LORD your God, 
      for he is gracious and merciful, 
                  slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 
      and he relents over disaster. 
            14       Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
      and leave a blessing behind him, 
                  a grain offering and a drink offering 
      for the LORD your God? 

            15       Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
      consecrate a fast; 
                  call a solemn assembly; 
            16       gather the people. 
                  Consecrate the congregation; 
      assemble the elders; 
                  gather the children, 
      even nursing infants. 
                  Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
      and the bride her chamber. 

            17       Between the vestibule and the altar 
      let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 
                  and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 
      and make not your heritage a reproach, 
      a byword among the nations. 
                  Why should they say among the peoples, 
      ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
            18       Then the LORD became jealous for his land 
      and had pity on his people. 
            19       The LORD answered and said to his people, 

Joel 2
First Reading

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of 
all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, 
we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
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Gospel Acclamation
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

6 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 
the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say 
to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut 
the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be 
seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

                  “Behold, I am sending to you 
      grain, wine, and oil, 
      and you will be satisfied; 
                  and I will no more make you 
      a reproach among the nations. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Savior When in Dust to Thee419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch



Offering
The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and 
saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and 
earth are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + 
is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest.

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution 

O Lamb of God...
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The Glory of these Forty Days

Blessing

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant dips bread in chalice held by 
Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink are available (take to seat, 
and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing your chest.
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar



Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Media Ministry
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Rev. Lew Upchurch
Interim Pastor
Lew.Upchurch@pilgrimsm.org
(949) 933-3595

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org


