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January 25, 2026
Third Sunday after Epiphany

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
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The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

When I look into Your holiness
When I gaze into Your loveliness
When all things that surround
Become shadows in the light of You

When I’ve found the joy of reaching Your heart
When my will becomes enthralled in Your love
When all things that surround
Become shadows in the light of You

I worship You I worship You
The reason I live is to worship You
I worship You I worship You
The reason I live is to worship You

When I Look into Your Holiness
Songs of Praise
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You hear me when I call 
You are my morning song 
Though darkness fills the night 
It cannot hide the light 
Whom shall I fear 
You crush the enemy underneath my feet 
You are my sword and shield 
Though troubles linger still 
Whom shall I fear

I know Who goes before me 
I know Who stands behind 
The God of angel armies is always by my side 
The One who reigns forever 
He is a friend of mine 
The God of angel armies is always by my side

My strength is in Your name 
For You alone can save 
You will deliver me 
Yours is the victory 
Whom shall I fear 
Whom shall I fear 

I know Who goes before me 
I know Who stands behind 
The God of angel armies is always by my side 
The One who reigns forever 
He is a friend of mine 
The God of angel armies is always by my side

Whom Shall I Fear

When I look into Your holiness
When I gaze into Your loveliness
When all things that surround
Become shadows in the light of You

When I’ve found the joy of reaching Your heart
When my will becomes enthralled in Your love
When all things that surround
Become shadows in the light of You

I worship You I worship You
The reason I live is to worship You
I worship You I worship You
The reason I live is to worship You
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into 
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Isaiah 9
First Reading

 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

            2        The people who walked in darkness 
      have seen a great light; 
                  those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
      on them has light shone. 
            3       You have multiplied the nation; 
      you have increased its joy; 
                  they rejoice before you 
      as with joy at the harvest, 
      as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
            4       For the yoke of his burden, 
      and the staff for his shoulder, 
      the rod of his oppressor, 
      you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

And nothing formed against me shall stand 
You hold the whole world in Your hands 
I’m holding on to Your promises 
You are faithful 
You are faithful 
(REPEAT)

I know Who goes before me 
I know Who stands behind 
The God of angel armies is always by my side 
The One who reigns forever 
He is a friend of mine 
The God of angel armies is always by my side
(REPEAT)
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Psalm
Psalm 27

   
My

     
God is my light and

    
my sal va tion.

   
Whom shall I


fear?- -

Psalm 27 Refrain

©

Refrain

         
Psalm 27 Tone

©

Tone

Refrain: My God is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear?

  1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then • shall I fear?
    The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I • be afraid?
  4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one • thing I seek;
    that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the 
beauty of the Lord and to seek God • in the temple.
  5 For in the day of trouble God will • give me shelter,
    hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- • on a rock.
  6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies • who surround me.
    Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and 
make music • to the Lord.

Refrain: My God is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear?

7 Hear my voice, O Lord, • when I call;
    have mercy on me and | answer me.
  8 My heart speaks your message— • “Seek my face.”
    Your face, O Lord, • I will seek.
  9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- • vant in anger.
    Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of • my salvation.

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: My God is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear?
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Second Reading
1 Corinthians 1
10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling 
among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or 
“I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you were baptized 
in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know 
whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 
gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 
power. 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
My God is my light and my salvation. Whom shall I fear? 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And 
leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
	 15 	 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
	 16 	 the people dwelling in darkness 
have seen a great light, 
		  and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
on them a light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said 
to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets 
and followed him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, 
and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez
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The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and 
saying:

Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Offering
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We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and 
earth are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
+ is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the 
highest.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.

9

O Lamb of God...
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Communion Song
Oh Lord You’re Beautiful

Oh Lord You’re beautiful
Your face is all I seek
And when Your eyes are on this child
Your grace abounds to me

Oh Lord please light the fire
That once burned bright and clear
Replace the lamp of my first love
That burns with holy fear

Oh Lord You’re wonderful
Your touch is all I need
And when Your hands are on this child
Your healing I receive

Oh Lord You’re merciful
Your love is all I need
And when Your love are on this child
Forgiveness I receive

10

Blessing
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Closing Hymn
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

Announcements
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More Love More Power

More love more power 
More of You in my life 
More love more power 
More of You in my life

And I will worship You 
With all of my heart 
And I will worship You 
With all of my mind 
And I will worship You 
With all of my strength 
For You are my Lord
You are my Lord

More love more power 
More of You in my life 
More love more power 
More of You in my life

And I will seek Your face 
With all of my heart 
And I will seek Your face 
With all of my mind 
And I will seek Your face 
With all of my strength 
For You are my Lord
You are my Lord

More love more power 
More of You in my life 
More love more power 
More of You in my life

And I will follow you
With all of my heart 
And I will follow you
With all of my mind 
And I will follow you
With all of my strength 
For You are my Lord
You are my Lord

More love more power 
More of You in my life

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary
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Sermon Notes
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.
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