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November 23, 2025
Christ the King

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

All Hail the Power of Jesus Name
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The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

I’m forgiven 
Because You were forsaken 
I’m accepted 
You were condemned 
I’m alive and well 
Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died 
And rose again
(Repeat)

You Are My King

Songs of Praise
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Amazing love 
How can it be 
That You my King 
Would die for me 
Amazing love 
I know it’s true 
It’s my joy to honor You 
(Repeat)

In all I do I honor You

I’m forgiven 
Because You were forsaken 
I’m accepted 
You were condemned 
I’m alive and well 
Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died 
And rose again

Amazing love
How can it be
That You my King
Would die for me
Amazing love
I know it’s true
It’s my joy to honor You
In all I do I honor You

You are my King 
You are my King 
Jesus You are my King 
Jesus You are my King

Amazing love
How can it be
That You my King
Would die for me
Amazing love
I know it’s true
It’s my joy to honor You
In all I do I honor You

In all I do I honor You
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship 
you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, 
and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high 
I will praise Him 
He is exalted forever exalted 
And I will praise His name

He is the Lord 
Forever His truth shall reign 
Heaven and earth 
Rejoice in His holy name 
He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high

He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high 
I will praise Him 
He is exalted forever exalted 
And I will praise His name

He is the Lord 
Forever His truth shall reign 
Heaven and earth 
Rejoice in His holy name 
He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high
(Repeat)

He is exalted 
The King is exalted on high

He is Exalted
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Psalm
Psalm 46

     
Be still and


know

  
that I am


God.

 5    
Be still and

  
know that

  
I am

 
God.



Psalm 46 Refrain

©

Refrain

         
Psalm 46 Tone

©

Tone

Refrain: Be still and know that I am God. Be still and know that I am God.

1 God is our ref- • uge and strength,
    a very present • help in trouble.
  2 Therefore we will not fear, though the • earth be moved,
    and though the mountains shake in the depths • of the sea;
  3 though its waters • rage and foam,
    and though the mountains tremble • with its tumult.
  4 There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- • y of God,
    the holy habitation of • the Most High.

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the 
LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you 
have not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the 
LORD. 3 Then I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 
4 I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be 
dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD. 
5 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Jeremiah 23
First Reading



7

Second Reading
2 Peter 1
3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has 
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement 
your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and 
self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, 
having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers, be all 
the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities 
you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

  5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall • not be shaken;
    God shall help it at the • break of day.
  6 The nations rage, and the • kingdoms shake;
    God speaks, and the earth • melts away.

Refrain: Be still and know that I am God. Be still and know that I am God.

  7 The Lord of • hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob • is our stronghold.
  8 Come now, regard the works • of the Lord,
    what desolations God has brought up- • on the earth;
  9 behold the one who makes war to cease in • all the world;
    who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the • shields with fire.
  10 “Be still, then, and know that • I am God;
    I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted • in the earth.”
  11 The Lord of • hosts is with us;
    the God of Jacob • is our stronghold. 

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: Be still and know that I am God. Be still and know that I am God.
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Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others 
say it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief 
priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have 
been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from 
the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I 
am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to 
him, “What is truth?” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez

Gospel Acclamation
Be still and know that I am God. Be still and know that I am God.
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Offering

Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest.

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

O Lamb of God...



Communion Song
Come Just as You Are

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.

Come just as you are hear the Spirit call
Come just as you are
Come and see (come and see)
Come receive (come receive)
Come and live (come and live) forever

Life everlasting
And strength for today
Taste the Living Water
And never thirst again

Come just as you are hear the Spirit call
Come just as you are
Come receive (come receive)
Christ the King (Christ the King)
Come and live (come and live) forever

Life everlasting
And strength for today
Taste the Living Water
And never thirst again

Come just as you are hear the Spirit call
Come just as you are
Come
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Blessing
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Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary

Announcements

Closing Hymn
Crown Him with Many Crowns
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Unto the King 

Now unto the King eternal 
Unto the King immortal 
Unto the King invisible 
The only wise God 
The only wise God 

Oh unto the King be glory and honor 
Unto the King forever 
Unto the King be glory and honor 
Forever and ever amen
Amen

Now unto the King eternal 
Unto the King immortal 
Unto the King invisible 
The only wise God 
The only wise God 

Oh unto the King be glory and honor 
Unto the King forever 
Unto the King be glory and honor 
Forever and ever amen
Amen
Amen
Amen
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Thanksgiving Day
No service planned. 

Decorating the Church for Christmas
Saturday, November 29th from 9:00-11:00 AM

Holiday Bell Choir Concert presented by Concordia University Irvine 
Sunday, December 7th at 4:00 PM. 
First Lutheran Church of Venice: 815 Venice Blvd, Venice, CA

There is ample street parking available on all of the surrounding streets, with no restrictions. There is space 
for around eight cars in the courtyard parking lot, which can be accessed via Victoria Ave. One can enter 
the church building via any of the three surrounding streets.

Joint Wednesday Night Advent Services
December 3rd at 7:00 PM. First Lutheran Church Venice	
December 10th at 7:00 PM. Pilgrim Lutheran Church	
December 17th at 7:00 PM. First Lutheran Church Venice. 
Carpooling will be available. 

Christmas Party
Sunday, December 14th. Please join us in the gym after Service.

Christmas Eve Service
Wednesday, December 24th at 7:00 PM



Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org
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Media Ministry
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Rev. Lew Upchurch
Interim Pastor
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(949) 933-3595
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