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October 26, 2025
Reformation Sunday

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

A Mighty Fortress Is our God
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Confession and Forgiveness
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in 
remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Our God Alone
Songs of Praise

Whose mind can dream the earth from nothing?
Whose breath can breathe the dust to life?
Whose mouth can speak the night to morning?
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Our God alone
Our God alone

Who else would leave the throne of Heaven
To come redeem His fallen sons
Whose cross could bring the world salvation
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone

Our God alone is worthy of glory
One Name alone deserving all praise
Forevermore in awe we will worship
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone

Whose love can say that we’re forgiven
And wash away our deepest stains
Whose grace can pave a new beginning
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone

Our God alone is worthy of glory
One Name alone deserving all praise
Forevermore in awe we will worship
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone

There is no God beside Him
There is no God above Him
We’ll have no other God before the Lord our God
(Repeat)

Our God alone is worthy of glory
One Name alone deserving all praise
Forevermore in awe we will worship
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone
Our God alone
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Holy Forever
A thousand generations falling down in worship 
To sing the song of ages to the Lamb 
And all who’ve gone before us 
And all who will believe 
Will sing the song of ages to the Lamb

Your name is the highest 
Your name is the greatest 
Your name stands above them all 
All thrones and dominions 
All powers and positions 
Your name stands above them all

And the angels cry Holy 
All creation cries Holy 
You are lifted high Holy 
Holy forever

If you’ve been forgiven and if you’ve been redeemed 
Sing the song forever to the Lamb 
If you walk in freedom and if you bear His name 
Sing the song forever to the Lamb 
We’ll sing the song forever and amen

And the angels cry Holy 
All creation cries Holy 
You are lifted high Holy 
Holy forever

Hear Your people sing Holy 
To the King of Kings Holy 
You will always be Holy 
Holy forever

Your name is the highest 
Your name is the greatest 
Your name stands above them all 
All thrones and dominions 
All powers and positions 
Your name stands above them all
(Repeat)

And the angels cry Holy 
All creation cries Holy 
You are lifted high Holy 
Holy forever
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Psalm
Psalm 84
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Psalm 84(E) Refrain

©

Refrain
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Psalm 84(E) Tone

©

Tone

Revelation 14
First Reading

6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to 
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And he 
said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has 
come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, 
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hear Your people sing Holy 
To the King of Kings Holy 
You will always be Holy 
Holy forever

You will always be Holy 
Holy forever
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Second Reading
Romans 3
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the 
law comes knowledge of sin. 
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 
works of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Refrain: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

1 How dear to me • is your dwelling,
    O • Lord of hosts!
  2 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts • of the Lord;
    my heart and my flesh rejoice in the • living God.
  3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may • lay her 
young,
    by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king • and my God.
  4 Happy are they who dwell • in your house!
    They will always be • praising you.

Refrain: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

5 Happy are the people whose strength • is in you,
    whose hearts are set on the • pilgrims’ way.
  6 Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a • place of springs,
    for the early rains have covered it with • pools of water.
  7 They will climb from • height to height,
    and the God of gods will be • seen in Zion. 

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
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Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Gospel Acclamation
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eighth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They 
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to 
sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the 
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez
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The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in 
the highest.

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Offering
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Communion Song
Only By Grace

Only by grace can we enter 
Only by grace can we stand 
Not by our human endeavor 
But by the blood of the Lamb 
Into Your presence You call us 
You call us to come 
Into Your presence You draw us 
And now by Your grace we come 
Now by Your grace we come

Lord if You mark 
Our transgressions 
Who would stand 
Thanks to Your grace 
We are cleansed 
By the blood of the Lamb

Only by grace can we enter 
Only by grace can we stand 
Not by our human endeavor 
But by the blood of the Lamb 
Into Your presence You call us 
You call us to come 
Into Your presence You draw us 
And now by Your grace we come 
Now by Your grace we come

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.

O Lamb of God...
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Blessing

Closing Hymn
The Church’s One Foundation

Lord if You mark 
Our transgressions 
Who would stand 
Thanks to Your grace 
We are cleansed 
By the blood of the Lamb

Only by grace can we enter 
Only by grace can we stand 
Not by our human endeavor 
But by the blood of the Lamb 
Into Your presence You call us 
You call us to come 
Into Your presence You draw us 
And now by Your grace we come 
Now by Your grace we come
Now by Your grace we come
Now by Your grace we come
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Be Unto Your Name

We are a moment You are forever 
Lord of the ages God before time 
We are a vapor You are eternal 
Love everlasting reigning on high

Holy holy Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Highest praises honor and glory 
Be unto Your name 
Be unto Your name

We are the broken You are the healer 
Jesus Redeemer mighty to save 
You are the love song we’ll sing forever 
Bowing before You blessing Your name

Holy holy Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Highest praises honor and glory 
Be unto Your name 
Be unto Your name
(Repeat)

Announcements
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Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary



Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Happening this Week
Sunday, October 26
Bible Study, 9:00 am
Divine Service, 10:00 am

Monday, October 27
Council Prayers, 9:00 am
Online
Contact Barbara P. to join.

Tuesday, October 28

Wednesday, October 29

Thursday, October 30

Friday, October 31

Saturday, November 1

Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Media Ministry
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Rev. Lew Upchurch
Interim Pastor
Lew.Upchurch@pilgrimsm.org
(949) 933-3595

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org


