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September 21, 2025
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

Son of God Eternal Savior
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Confession and Forgiveness
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
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There is none like You 
No one else can touch 
My heart like You do 
I could search 
For all eternity long and find 
There is none like You
(Repeat) 

Your mercy flows like a river wide 
And healing comes from Your hands 
Suffering children are safe in Your arms 
There is none like You

There is none like You 
No one else can touch 
My heart like You do 
I could search 
For all eternity long and find 
There is none like You
I could search 
For all eternity long and find 
There is none like You

We stand and lift up our hands 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 
How great how awesome is He
And together we sing 
Ev’ryone sing

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory

We stand and lift up our hands 
For the joy of the Lord is our strength 
We bow down and worship Him now 
How great how awesome is He
And together we sing 
Ev’ryone sing

There is None Like You

Holy is the Lord

Songs of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our 
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed 
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

      4       Hear this, you who trample on the needy 
      and bring the poor of the land to an end, 
            5       saying, “When will the new moon be over, 
      that we may sell grain? 
                  And the Sabbath, 
      that we may offer wheat for sale, 
                  that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great 
      and deal deceitfully with false balances, 
            6       that we may buy the poor for silver 
      and the needy for a pair of sandals 
      and sell the chaff of the wheat?” 

Amos 8

First Reading

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory

It is rising up all around 
It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown 
It’s rising up all around 
It’s the anthem of the Lord’s renown

And together we sing 
Ev’ryone sing

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
Holy is the Lord God Almighty 
The earth is filled with His glory 
The earth is filled with His glory
The earth is filled with His glory
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Psalm
Psalm 113

     
Now and For

  
ev er more

    
God's name be ex

 
alt ed.- - - -

 5   
Praised be God's

  
ho ly name,

  
al le lu


ia.- - - -

Psalm 113 Refrain

©

Refrain

         

Psalm 113 Tone

©

Tone

Refrain: Now and forevermore God’s name be exalted. 
Praised be God’s holy name, alleluia. 

  1 Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants • of the Lord;
    praise the name • of the Lord.
  2 Let the name of the • Lord be blessed,
    from this time forth for- • evermore.
  3 From the rising of the sun to its • going down
    let the name of the • Lord be praised.
  4 The Lord is high a- • bove all nations;
    God’s glory a- • bove the heavens.
  
Refrain: Now and forevermore God’s name be exalted. 
Praised be God’s holy name, alleluia. 

5 Who is like the • Lord our God,
    who sits en- • throned on high,
  6 but stoops • to behold
    the heavens • and the earth?
  7 The Lord takes up the weak out • of the dust
    and lifts up the poor • from the ashes,
  8 enthroning them • with the rulers,
    with the rulers • of the people.

            7       The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
                  “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading
1 Timothy 2
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a 
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing 
in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony 
given at the proper time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling 
the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
8 I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or 
quarreling; 9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, 
with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 
10 but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11 Let a 
woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to 
exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, 
then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a 
transgressor. 15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and 
love and holiness, with self-control. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez

Gospel Acclamation
Now and forevermore God’s name be exalted. 
Praised be God’s holy name, alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the sixteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 
were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and 
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, 
for you can no longer be manager.’ 3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, 

  9 The Lord makes the woman of a • childless house
    to be a joyful mother of children. • Hallelujah!

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: Now and forevermore God’s name be exalted. 
Praised be God’s holy name, alleluia. 
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Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch

since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, 
and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from 
management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s 
debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He said, ‘A 
hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 
7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures 
of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the 
dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into 
the eternal dwellings. 
10 “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a 
very little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that 
which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two 
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 
14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 
15 And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows 
your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.
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Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Offering

The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth 
are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + is He who 
comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.
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We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Words of Institution 
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

O Lamb of God...



Communion Song
We All Bow Down

Princes and paupers 
Sons and daughters 
Kneel at the throne of grace 
Losers and winners 
Saints and sinners 
One day will see His face

And we all bow down 
Kings will surrender their crowns 
And worship Jesus 
He is the love unfailing love 
He is the love of God

Summer and winter 
The mountains and the rivers 
Whisper the Savior’s name 
Awesome and holy 
A friend to the lonely 
Forever His love will reign

And we all bow down 
Kings will surrender their crowns 
And worship Jesus 
He is the love unfailing love 
He is the love of God

For He is the love unfailing love 
He is the love of God

Blessing

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.
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Closing Hymn
Be Thou My Vision
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The Name of the Lord

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be the name of the Lord most high 
(Repeat)

The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are saved 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are saved

Glory to the name of the Lord 
Glory to the name of the Lord 
Glory to the name of the Lord most high
(Repeat)

The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are saved
The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
The righteous run into it and they are saved

Holy is the name of the Lord 
Holy is the name of the Lord 
Holy is the name of the Lord most high 
(Repeat)

Announcements

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary
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Sermon Notes

13



Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Happening this Week
Sunday, September 21
Bible Study, 9:00 am
Divine Service, 10:00 am

Monday, September 22
Council Prayers, 9:00 am
Online
Contact Barbara P. to join.

Tuesday, September 23

Wednesday, September 24

Thursday, September 25

Friday, September 26

Saturday, September 27

Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Media Ministry
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Rev. Lew Upchurch
Interim Pastor
Lew.Upchurch@pilgrimsm.org
(949) 933-3595

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org


