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August 24, 2025
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven
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The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Confession and Forgiveness
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

We are a moment You are forever 
Lord of the ages God before time 
We are a vapor You are eternal 
Love everlasting reigning on high

Holy holy Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Highest praises honor and glory 
Be unto Your name 
Be unto Your name

We are the broken You are the healer 
Jesus Redeemer mighty to save 
You are the love song we’ll sing forever 
Bowing before You blessing Your name

Be Unto Your Name

Songs of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile 
creatures surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by 
ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so 
that even when we suffer because of human sin, we may rise 
victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

My Jesus, my Saviour 
Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort, my shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath all that I am 
Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord 
All the earth let us sing 
Power and majesty 
Praise to the King 
Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name 
I sing for joy 
At the work of Your hands 
Forever I’ll love You 
Forever I’ll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise 
I have in You

Shout to the Lord

Holy holy Lord God Almighty 
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Highest praises honor and glory 
Be unto Your name 
Be unto Your name
(Repeat)
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18 “For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations 
and tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, 19 and I will set a sign among 
them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw 
the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or 
seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 20 And they shall bring 
all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots 
and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the 
LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the 
LORD. 21 And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says the LORD. 

            22       “For as the new heavens and the new earth 
      that I make 
                  shall remain before me, says the LORD, 
      so shall your offspring and your name remain. 
            23       From new moon to new moon, 
      and from Sabbath to Sabbath, 
                  all flesh shall come to worship before me, 
                  declares the LORD. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 66

First Reading

Psalm
Psalm 103
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Psalm 103 Refrain

©

Refrain

         
Psalm 90/103 Tone

©

Tone

Refrain: The Lord is rich in kindness, abounding in compassion. 

1 Bless the Lord, • O my soul,
    and all that is within me, bless God’s • holy name.
  2 Bless the Lord, • O my soul,
    and forget not • all God’s benefits—
  3 who forgives • all your sins
    and heals all • your diseases;
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Second Reading
Hebrews 12
 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 
5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

                  “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
      nor be weary when reproved by him. 
            6       For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
      and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is 
there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all 
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have 
had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more 
be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it 
seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 
11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the 
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be 
healed. 14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see 
the Lord. 15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” 
springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually 
immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that 
afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance 
to repent, though he sought it with tears. 

  4 who redeems your life • from the grave
    and crowns you with steadfast • love and mercy;
  
Refrain: The Lord is rich in kindness, abounding in compassion. 

5 who satisfies your desires • with good things
    so that your youth is renewed • like an eagle’s.
  6 O Lord, you provide • vindication
    and justice for all who • are oppressed.
  7 You made known your • ways to Moses
    and your works to the chil- • dren of Israel.
  8 Lord, you are full of compas- • sion and mercy,
    slow to anger and abounding in • steadfast love.

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: The Lord is rich in kindness, abounding in compassion. 
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18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom 
and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers 
beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order 
that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so 
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 
24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. 
25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who 
warns from heaven. 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, 
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet 
once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have 
been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore let 
us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
The Lord is rich in kindness, abounding in compassion. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the thirteenth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward 
Jerusalem. 23 And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he 
said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to 
enter and will not be able. 25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ 
then he will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to 
say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I 
tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28 In 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And 
people will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the 
kingdom of God. 30 And behold, some are last who will be first, and some are first who will 
be last.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez



8

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Offering

The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in 
the highest.
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We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution 

O Lamb of God...

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.
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Communion Song
Only by Grace

Only by grace can we enter 
Only by grace can we stand 
Not by our human endeavor 
But by the blood of the Lamb 
Into Your presence You call us 
You call us to come 
Into Your presence You draw us 
And now by Your grace we come 
Now by Your grace we come

Lord if You mark 
Our transgressions 
Who would stand 
Thanks to Your grace 
We are cleansed 
By the blood of the Lamb

Only by grace can we enter 
Only by grace can we stand 
Not by our human endeavor 
But by the blood of the Lamb 
Into Your presence You call us 
You call us to come 
Into Your presence You draw us 
And now by Your grace we come 
Now by Your grace we come

Lord if You mark 
Our transgressions 
Who would stand 
Thanks to Your grace 
We are cleansed 
By the blood of the Lamb

Only by grace can we enter 
Only by grace can we stand 
Not by our human endeavor 
But by the blood of the Lamb 
Into Your presence You call us 
You call us to come 
Into Your presence You draw us 
And now by Your grace we come 
Now by Your grace we come
Now by Your grace we come
Now by Your grace we come

10
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Blessing

Closing Hymn
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty



12

Glory to the King

I hear the nations sing holy 
Exalting the risen Lord 
Every heart rejoicing 
Jesus is our King forevermore 

We lift our hands in worship 
We lift our voice in praise 
We stand before the throne of grace 
As we proclaim 

Glory glory glory to the King 
Glory glory glory to the King 
Glory glory glory to the King 
Glory glory glory to the King

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary

Announcements
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Sermon Notes
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Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Happening this Week
Sunday, August 24
Bible Study, 9:00 am
Divine Service, 10:00 am

Monday, August 25
Council Prayers, 9:00 am
Online
Contact Barbara P. to join.

Tuesday, August 26

Wednesday, August 27

Thursday, August 28

Friday, August 29

Saturday, August 30

Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Media Ministry
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Rev. Lew Upchurch
Interim Pastor
Lew.Upchurch@pilgrimsm.org
(949) 933-3595

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org


