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August 17, 2025
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service



Opening Hymn

Welcome

Be Still My Soul
752 Be Still, My Soul 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Confession and Forgiveness
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The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 
for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen
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How long? Will You turn Your face away?
How long? Do You hear us when we pray?
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way 
How long?

How long ‘til Your children find their rest?
How long ‘til You draw them to Your breast?
We go on holding to Your promises 
How long?

‘Til You wipe away the tears from ev’ry eye
‘Til we see our home descending from the sky
Do we wait in vain?
Jesus, give us hope again!

How long ‘til Your word will still the storm?
How long ‘til You bare Your mighty arm?
How we groan ‘til You snatch us from the thorns 
How long?

How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race.
How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs.
Looking on  great that cloud of witnesses! 
How long?

‘Til You wipe away the tears from ev’ry eye
‘Til we see our home descending from the sky
Do we wait in vain?
Jesus, give us hope again!

Just a closer walk with thee 
Grant it Jesus is my plea 
Daily walking close to Thee 
Let it be dear Lord let it be

I am weak but Thou art strong 
Jesus keep me from all wrong 
I’ll be satisfied as long 
As I walk let me walk close to Thee

Just a closer walk with thee 
Grant it Jesus is my plea 
Daily walking close to Thee 
Let it be dear Lord let it be

How Long?

Just a Closer Walk with Thee

Songs of Praise
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your 
zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, 
and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

16 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to 
you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth 
of the LORD. 17 They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be 
well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster 
shall come upon you.’ ” 

            18       For who among them has stood in the council of the LORD 
      to see and to hear his word, 
      or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 
            19       Behold, the storm of the LORD! 
      Wrath has gone forth, 
                  a whirling tempest; 
      it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 
            20       The anger of the LORD will not turn back 
      until he has executed and accomplished 
      the intents of his heart. 
                  In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 
            21       “I did not send the prophets, 
      yet they ran; 
                  I did not speak to them, 
      yet they prophesied. 
            22       But if they had stood in my council, 
      then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, 
                  and they would have turned them from their evil way, 
      and from the evil of their deeds. 

Jeremiah 23
First Reading

Through this world of toil and snares 
If I falter Lord who cares 
Who with me my burden shares 
None but Thee dear Lord none but Thee

Just a closer walk with thee 
Grant it Jesus is my plea 
Daily walking close to Thee 
Let it be dear Lord let it be
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Refrain: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. Blessed be the Lord. 

1 God stands to charge the divine coun- • cil assembled,
    giving judgment in the midst • of the gods:
  2 “How long will you • judge unjustly,
    and show favor • to the wicked?
  3 Save the weak • and the orphan;
    defend the hum- • ble and needy;
  4 rescue the weak • and the poor;
    deliver them from the power • of the wicked.

Refrain: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. Blessed be the Lord.

5 They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- • bout in darkness;
    all the foundations of the • earth are shaken.

Psalm
Psalm 82
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Refrain

         
Psalm 82(B)Tone
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Tone

23 “Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God far away? 24 Can a man hide 
himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? declares the LORD. 25 I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy 
lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26 How long shall there be 
lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their 
own heart, 27 who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell 
one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28 Let the prophet who has 
a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has 
straw in common with wheat? declares the LORD. 29 Is not my word like fire, declares the 
LORD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading
Hebrews 11
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By faith 
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 
each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, 
at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions 
concerning his bones. 
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because 
they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By 
faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures 
of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the 
anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the 
Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch 
them. 
29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they 
attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with 
those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

  6 Now I say to you, • ‘You are gods,
    and all of you children of • the Most High;
  7 nevertheless, you shall • die like mortals,
    and fall like • any prince.’ ”
  8 Arise, O God, and • rule the earth,
    for you shall take all nations • for your own.

Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. Blessed be the Lord.
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Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
	 born of the virgin Mary, 
	 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
	 was crucified, died and was buried. 
	 He descended into hell. 
	 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
	 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
	 From thence He will come to judge 
	 the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	 the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,
	 the forgiveness of sins,
	 the resurrection of the body, +
	 and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch

Gospel Acclamation
The Lord hears the cry of the poor. Blessed be the Lord. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twelfth chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

49 “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50 I have a 
baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51 Do 
you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For 
from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against 
three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and 
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.
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Offering

The Sacrament of the Altar
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
	 hallowed be thy name,
	 thy kingdom come,
	 thy will be done,
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
	 as we forgive those
		  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
	 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
	 and the power, and the glory,
	 forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution 

O Lamb of God...

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and 
saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth 
are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + is He who 
comes in the Name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.



Communion Song
Shall We Gather By the River

Shall we gather at the river
Where bright angel feet have trod
With its crystal tide forever
Flowing by the throne of God

Yes we’ll gather at the river
The beautiful the beautiful river
Gather with the saints at the river
That flows by the throne of God

On the margin of the river
Washing up its silver spray
We will talk and worship ever
All the happy golden day

Yes we’ll gather at the river
The beautiful the beautiful river
Gather with the saints at the river
That flows by the throne of God

Ere we reach the shining river
Lay we ev’ry burden down
Grace our spirits will deliver
And provide a robe and crown

Yes we’ll gather at the river
The beautiful the beautiful river
Gather with the saints at the river
That flows by the throne of God

Ways to Commune
Intinction – Pastor places bread in hands. Communicant 
dips bread in chalice held by Communion Assistant. 

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink 
are available (take to seat, and we will commune together).

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing 
your chest.
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Blessing

At the smiling of the river
Mirror of the Savior’s face
Saints whom death will never sever
Lift their songs of saving grace

Yes we’ll gather at the river
The beautiful the beautiful river
Gather with the saints at the river
That flows by the throne of God

Soon we’ll reach the shining river
Soon our pilgrimage will cease
Soon our happy hearts will quiver
With the melody of peace

Yes we’ll gather at the river
The beautiful the beautiful river
Gather with the saints at the river
That flows by the throne of God
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Closing Hymn
Great is Thy Faithfulness



The Church in the Wildwood

There’s a church in the valley by the wildwood 
No lovelier spot in the dale 
No place is so dear to my childhood 
As the little brown church in the vale

(Oh come come come come) 
Come to the church in the wildwood 
Oh come to the church in the vale 
No spot is so dear to my childhood 
As the little brown church in the vale

How sweet on a clear Sabbath morning 
To list’ to the clear ringing bell 
Its tones so sweetly are calling 
Oh come to the church in the vale

(Oh come come come come) 
Come to the church in the wildwood 
Oh come to the church in the vale 
No spot is so dear to my childhood 
As the little brown church in the vale

13

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used 
Holy Communion Cups as you leave the Sanctuary

Announcements



Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Happening this Week
Sunday, August 17
Bible Study, 9:00 am
Divine Service, 10:00 am

Monday, August 18
Council Prayers, 9:00 am
Online
Contact Barbara P. to join.

Tuesday, August 19

Wednesday, August 20

Thursday, August 21

Friday, August 22

Saturday, August 23

Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Bible App

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.

Scan this QR code to download a Bible app and access scripture, devotionals, 
and more right from your phone!
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Media Ministry
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Rev. Lew Upchurch
Interim Pastor
Lew.Upchurch@pilgrimsm.org
(949) 933-3595

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org


