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September 1, 2024
15th Sunday after Pentecost

Divine Service



Opening Hymn
O God, My Faithful God
696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

 
6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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Confession and Forgiveness
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The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in 
remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen

The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

The Sign of Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 



Change My Heart, Oh God

Thy Word

Chorus 1
Change my heart oh God
Make it ever true
Change my heart oh God
May I be like You

Chorus 1
Change my heart oh God
Make it ever true
Change my heart oh God
May I be like You

Verse 1
You are the potter
I am the clay
Mold me and make me
This is what I pray

Chorus 1
Change my heart oh God
Make it ever true
Change my heart oh God
May I be like You

Chorus
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path

Verse 1
When I feel afraid 
And I think I’ve lost my way 
Still You’re there right beside me 
Nothing will I fear 
As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the end

Chorus
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path

Songs of Praise
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Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray...
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Verse 2
I will not forget 
Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering 
Jesus be my guide 
And hold me to Your side 
I will love You to the end

Chorus
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path

First Reading
Deuteronomy 4

1 So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 
observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, is giving you. 2 You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take 
away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am 
charging you.
 6 You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to 
the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a 
wise and discerning people!” 7 For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the 
Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8 And what other great nation has statutes and 
ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?
 9 But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your 
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them 
known to your children and your children’s children.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



6

Psalm
Psalm 15

         

Psalm 15 Tone

©

      
Lord, who shall be

      
wel come in your tent? Who may

    
dwell on your ho ly

 
moun tain?- - -

Psalm 15 Refrain

©

Refrain: Lord, who shall be welcome in your tent? 
Who may dwell on your holy mountain? 

1 Lord, who may dwell in your • tabernacle?
  Who may abide upon your • holy hill?
 2 Those who lead a blameless life and do • what is right,
  who speak the truth • from their heart;
 3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil • to their friends;
  they do not cast discredit up- • on a neighbor.
 4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who • fear the Lord.
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take • back their word.
 5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- • gainst the 
innocent.
  Those who do these things shall never be • overthrown. 
 
Glory be to the Father and • to the Son
and to the Holy • Spirit;
as it was in the be - • ginning,
is now, and will be forever. • Amen. 

Refrain: Lord, who shall be welcome in your tent? 
Who may dwell on your holy mountain? 

Refrain

Tone
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Second Reading
James 1
17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 
In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

 19 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; 20 for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21 Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness 
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.
 22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23 For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 
mirror; 24 for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 
were like. 25 But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being 
not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.
 26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 
their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 
world.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message Gemma Rodriguez
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Sermon Rev. Lew Upchurch

Gospel Acclamation

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. Glory to You, O Lord!

1 Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around [Jesus], 2 they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled 
hands, that is, without washing them. 3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4 and 
they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5 So 
the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6 He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied 
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
 ‘This people honors me with their lips,
  but their hearts are far from me;
 7 in vain do they worship me,
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”
 14 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 
that come out are what defile.
 21 “For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23 
All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Lord, who shall be welcome in your tent?  Who may dwell on your holy mountain? 

Confession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
 creator of heaven and earth.

I believe  in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge 
 the living and the dead.



Offering

The Sacrament of the Altar

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed our duty and our joy...evermore praising You and 
saying:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and 
earth are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed + 
is He who comes in the Name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest.

9

Prayers of Intercession
Following each prayer petition:

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy Christian Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, +
 and the life everlasting. Amen



Ways to Commune
Intinction – Dipped bread placed into hands or directly in the 
mouth

Sealed Cups – Gluten-Free in Blue and Alcohol-Free in Pink are 
available (take to seat, and we will commune together)

Prayer – Approach the communion table with arms crossing your 
chest

Communion Song
Grace Like Rain  

Verse 1
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I’m found 
Was blind but now I see so clearly
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Words of Institution 
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
  who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory,
 forever and ever. Amen.

O Lamb of God...
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Chorus
Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me 
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
They’re washed away

Verse 2
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed

Chorus
Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me 
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
They’re washed away

Verse 3
When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun 
We’ve no less days to sing Your praise 
Than when we’d first begun

Chorus
Hallelujah grace like rain falls down on me 
Hallelujah all my stains are washed away 
They’re washed away
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Closing Hymn
Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

Blessing

Announcements



13

Great is the Lord 

Verse
Great is the Lord 
He is holy and just 
By His power we trust in His love 
Great is the Lord 
He is faithful and true 
By His mercy He proves He is love

Chorus 1
Great is the Lord 
And worthy of glory 
Great is the Lord 
And worthy of praise 
Great is the Lord 
Now lift up your voice 
Now lift up your voice 
Great are You Lord
Great are You Lord

Verse
Great is the Lord 
He is holy and just 
By His power we trust in His love 
Great is the Lord 
He is faithful and true 
By His mercy He proves He is love

Chorus 2
Great are You Lord 
And worthy of glory 
Great are You Lord 
And worthy of praise 
Great are You Lord 
I lift up my voice 
I lift up my voice 
Great are You Lord
Great are You Lord

Please use the basket in the Narthex to dispose of your used Holy Communion Cups as you 
leave the Sanctuary

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB178121



Serving at Worship Today

Upcoming Events

Preaching  & Presiding
Rev. Lew Upchurch

Director of Music
Mary Harper

Reader

Greeters

Ushers

Acolytes

Learn more about  all upcoming events at pilgrimsm.org/calendar
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Happening this Week
Sunday, September 1
Bible Study, 8:30 am
Divine Service, 10:00 am

Monday, September 2
Alpha Prayers, 9:00 am
Online
Contact Barbara P. to join.

Tuesday, September 3

Wednesday, September 4

Thursday, September 5

Friday, September 6

Saturday, September 7

Pilgrim Giving

Serve at Pilgrim

Your faithful financial stewardship is as important as ever. We will be creating 
cards with QR code to access online giving.

Interested in serving at Pilgrim? Scan the QR code or go to https://pilgrimsm.org/
serve-at-divine-service/ to complete an information form. We will contact you 
when trainings are scheduled for various service opportunities.
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Called by the Holy Spirit, 
we are an intergenerational community of 

worship and service 
that invites the people of 

Santa Monica and beyond
to flourish in the love of Jesus Christ 

through Word and Sacraments.

1730 Wilshire Boulevard Santa Monica, CA 90403 
office@pilgrimsm.org | 310.829.4113 | pilgrimsm.org

Mathew Mulligan
Media Ministry
Mathew.Mulligan@pilgrimsm.org

Kathy Fjermedal
Church Office
Kathy.Fjermedal@pilgrimsm.org

Mary Harper
Director of Music
Mary.Harper@pilgrimsm.org


